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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

pg 41, line 10, the second occurrence of the word embodiment is misspelled. 
Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 12, 53 recite the limitation referring to receiving offers from a plurality of 
offer distributors (possibly 1 ,2, 3 or more parties), a plurality of stores (again more 
parties) and a customer... it is unclear who is receiving these offers, the customer, a 
clearinghouse for the coupons or one of the other parties involved. 

Claims 7, 16, 33 recite the limitation referring to a third party, it is unclear who the 
third party is or who the first and second parties are, the independent claim refers to 
receiving offers from a plurality of offer distributors (possibly 1 ,2, 3 or more parties), a 
plurality of stores (again more parties) and a customer... it is unclear who the parties are 
and what is being received. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "the one or more redeemed offers" in line 8. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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Art Unit: 3629 

Claim 32 language "wherein the server clears the one or more redeemed offers 
with the one or more distributed offers by being operable to redeem the deferred 
reward" is confusing 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-42, 44-47, 50-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Engel et al (5, 907, 830) in view of Kepecs (6,009,41 1 ). 

As per Claims 1,12, 53. 
Engel et al discloses: 

receiving means for receiving information related to a plurality of offers 
distributed by a plurality of different distributors to customers for redemption at a 
plurality of stores, see figure 1 (18); 

clearing means for automatically clearing the offers redeemed by the customers, 
see column 3, lines 6-19. 

Engel et al alludes to a routing means for automatically routing the information 
related to each offer to a point-of-sale system for each store in which the offer can be 
redeemed, see column 3, lines 6-19, but does not specifically disclose it. 

Kepecs teaches routing means for automatically routing the information related to 
each offer to a point-of-sale system for each store in which the offer can be redeemed, 
see figure 2 for the benefit of quick distribution, modification or termination of offers. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include a routing means as taught by Kepecs in the 
invention of Engel et al for the benefit of quick distribution, modification or termination of 
offers. 

As per Claims 2, 13. 

Engel et al does not specifically disclose settlement means for automatically 
reconciling financial obligations associated with each offer cleared by the clearing 
means, whereby a single electronic audit of each offer transaction can be achieved. 
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Kepecs teaches a means for automatically reconciling financial obligations, see 
column 2, lines 45-48 for the benefit of electronically crediting the customer for the offer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to automatically reconcile the financial obligations for the 
benefit of electronically crediting the customer for the offer. 

As per Claims 3, 14. 

Engel et al further discloses means for receiving redemption information from the 
stores, see column 3, lines 6-19 and 

means for comparing the redemption information to the offer information whereby 
each offer redeemed by the customers can be validated, see column 3, lines 9-1 1 . 

As per Claim 4. 

Engel et al further discloses the offer distributors comprise at least one of an 
internet offer distributor, a retail offer distributor, a kiosk offer distributor, a direct mail 
distributor and an email offer distributor, see column 3, lines 11-19. 

As per Claims 5, 15. 

Engel et al further discloses means for selectively activating and deactivating 
each offer, see column 1, lines 46-48. 

As per Claims 6, 19. 

Engel et al further discloses profiling means for dynamically profiling the 
customers so that the offers can be targeted to specific customers, see column 9, lines 
1-24. 

As per Claims 7, 16, 33 . 

Engel et al further discloses each offer corresponds to a reward and the system 
further comprises a reward deferral means for deferring issuance of the reward to a 
third party, column 2, line 42 - column 3, line 19. 

As per Claims 8, 17. 

Engel et al further discloses consolidation means for consolidating the offers 
available through the system for presentation to the customer at a plurality of levels, see 
figurel (18) and column 2, lines 48-64. 

As per Claims 9, 18. 

Engel et al further discloses the plurality of levels comprises at least one of an 
offer distributor and a store level, see column 2, lines 53-60. 



As per Claims 10, 20. 

Engel et al further discloses the offer information comprises at least one 
condition and wherein the at least one condition is at least one of an item purchase 



Application/Control Number: 09/665,790 
Art Unit: 3629 



Page 5 



condition, a department purchase condition, a total purchase condition, a time of day 
condition, and a day of week condition, see column 1, lines 11-12. 

As per Claim 1 1 . 

Engel et al further discloses the profiling means comprises at least one of a static 
profile, a persistent profile and a dynamic profile, see column 2, line 48 and column 3, 
lines 11-19. 

As per Claim 21. 
Engel et al discloses: 

one or more maintenance files, each maintenance file including one or more 
distributed offers, and each distributed offer having at least one offer property, at least 
one condition and at least one reward, see figure 1 (20); 

a router to distribute the one or more distributed offers to one or more point of 
sale systems, see column 3, lines 6-19; 

a server to clear the one or more redeemed offers with the one or more 
distributed offers, see column 3, lines 6-19. 

As per Claims 22. 

Engel et al further discloses the server is operable to receive the one or more 
distributed offers from one or more distributors, and to create the one or more 
maintenance files having the one or more distributed offers, see column 3, lines 1-19. 

As per Claims 23, 54. 

Engel et al further discloses authenticating the distributed offer, see column 3, 
lines 6-11. 

As per claim 24. 

Engel et al further discloses a database, see figure 2 (36). 
As per Claims 25, 55. 

Engel et al further discloses one or more aspects of the database are viewable 
by a consumer via a browser interface, see figure 2 (32, 26, access via WWW). 

As per Claims 26, 56. 

Engel et al further discloses the one or more aspects of the database are 
viewable by a user via kiosk, see figure 2 (32, 26). 

As per Claim 27. 

Engel et al further discloses the server includes the router, see column 2, lines 

42-60. 



As per Claim 28. 
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Engel et al further discloses each distributed offer includes a unique reference 
code, see figure 1 (24). 

As per Claim 29. 

Engel et al further discloses each distributed offer includes an identity of the 
distributor, see figure 1 (24). 

As per Claims 30, 60. 

Engel et al further discloses the distributed offer is a consumer specific offer, see 
column 2, lines 42-60. 

As per Claims 31 , 57. 

Engel et al further discloses the server clears the one or more redeemed offers 
with the one or more distributed offers by being able to prepare one or more settlement 
details. 

Kepecs teaches an automatic settlement system, see column 5, lines 28-39 for 
the benefit of quick account reconciliation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include the automatic settlement system of Kepecs for 
the benefit of quick account reconciliation 

As per Claim 32. 

Engel et al further discloses at least one reward includes a deferred award, and 
wherein the server clears the one or more redeemed offers with which the one or more 
distributed offers by being operable to redeem the deferred reward, see figure 1 (24) 
and column 3, lines 1-11. 

As per Claim 34. 

Engel et al does not disclose communication of one or more settlement details to 
a settlement agent. 

Kepecs teaches an automatic settlement system, see column 5, lines 28-39 for 
the benefit of quick account reconciliation. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include the automatic settlement system of Kepecs for 
the benefit of quick account reconciliation 

As per Claim 35. 

Engel et al further discloses the server is operable to accrue data relating to 
redeemed offers and to profile the accrued data, see column 3, lines 1-19. 

As per Claim 36. 

Engel et al further discloses the server is operable to communicate the profile to 
the one or more distributors, see figure 1 and column 3, lines 20-24. 
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As per Claims 37, 59. 

Engel et al further discloses the profiling means comprises at least one of a static 
profile, a persistent profile and a dynamic profile, see column 2, line 48 and column 3, 
lines 11-19. 

As per Claim 38. 

Engel et al further discloses the at least one property includes whether the offer 
is open to the public, see column 1, lines 11-14. 

As per Claim 39. 

Engel et al further discloses at least one offer property includes the offer being 
offered by a vendor or a store, see figure 1 (24). 

As per Claim 40. 

Engel et al further discloses at least one offer property includes the maximum 
number of times that the offer may be used by a consumer per transaction, see figure 1 
(24). 

As per Claim 41. 

Engel et al further discloses at least one offer property includes the maximum 
number of times the offer may be used by a consumer across transactions, see figure 1 
(24). 

As per Claim 42. 

Engel et al further discloses the date and time when the offer becomes active, 
see column 2, lines 30-38. 

As per Claim 44. 

Engel et al further discloses a text description of the offer, see figure 1 (24). 
As per Claim 45. 

Engel et al further discloses a unique number to identify a sponsor of each offer, 
see figure 1 (24). 

As per Claim 46. 

Engel et al further discloses whether a reward is to be received in the future, see 
figure 1 (24). 

As per Claim 47. 

Engel et al further discloses at least one or more items must be purchased, see 
figure 1 (24) and column 1, lines 11-12. 

As per Claim 50. 
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Engel et al further discloses one or more days the offer may be redeemed, see 
column 1, lines 9-12. 

As per Claim 51. 

Engel et al further discloses an item purchase condition, a department purchase 
condition, a total purchase condition, a time of day condition, and a day of week 
condition, see column 1, lines 9-12. 

As per Claim 52. 

Engel et al further discloses an item discount reward, a department discount 
award, a total purchase award, a free item award, and a replacement price reward, see 
column 1, lines 9-12. 

As per Claim 58. 

Engel et al further discloses accruing data relating to the redeemed offer and 
profiling the accrued data, see column 3, lines 6-19. 



4. Claims 43, 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Engel et al (5, 907, 830) in view of Scroggie et al (5,970,469). 
As per Claim 43. 

Engel et al does not specifically disclose the at least one offer includes the date 
and time when the offer becomes inactive, 

Scroggie et al discloses a manufacturer's coupon with and expiration date, see 
figure 1 1 , for the benefit of limiting the offer by time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include an expiration data on a coupon to limit the offer 
by time. 

As per Claim 48. 

Engel et al does not specifically disclose at least one condition includes one or 
more departments from which each of the one or more items must be purchased. 

Scroggie et al teaches selecting items from departments, see figure 8 (222,224) 
and generating coupon tie-ins, see figure 10 (252) for the benefit of increased sales and 
building customer loyalty to the store or brand. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include one or more departments from which each of 
the one or more items must be purchased for the benefit of increased sales and building 
customer loyalty to the store or brand. 




• 
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5. Claim 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Engel 
et al (5, 907, 830) in view of Off et al (5,612,868). 
As per Claim 49. 

Engel et al does not specifically disclose a minimum purchase amount, 
Off et al discloses a minimum purchase amount, see figure 4b (81), for the 
benefit of increased sales and building customer loyalty to the store or brand. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to include a minimum purchase amount condition for the 
benefit of increased sales and building customer loyalty to the store or brand. 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Planet U and ValuePage appear to be the most relevant web sites, but no 
significant detail regarding the operation of the sites could be retrieved. 

ShoppingList.com Partners with Valupage to Offer Grocery Coupons to Online 
Visitors is the closest NPL 

Christensen et al (EP 0 923 039 A1 ) is the closest foreign art that discloses an 
electronic coupon distribution/clearing system, 



Prior Art Made of Record 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Dixon whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4645. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 6:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 




Thomas A. Dixon 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



March 24, 2004 



